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SUBCHAPTER H—HEALTH ASSESSMENTS AND HEALTH EF-
FECTS STUDIES OF HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES RELEASES
AND FACILITIES

PART 90—ADMINISTRATIVE FUNC-
TIONS, PRACTICES, AND PROCE-
DURES
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AUTHORITY: 42 U.S.C. 9615; 42 U.S.C.
6939a(c).

SOURCE: 55 FR 5138, Feb. 13, 1990, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 90.1 Purpose and applicability.
The provisions of this part set forth

the policies and procedures of the
Agency for Toxic Substances and Dis-
ease Registry (ATSDR) with respect to
its conduct of health assessments and
health effects studies under section
104(i) of Comprehensive Environmental
Response, Compensation, and Liability
Act, as amended by the Superfund
Amendments and Reauthorization Act
of 1986, and section 3019 of the Resource
Conservation and Recovery Act. These
provisions apply to ATSDR, as well as
its contractors, agents, and those car-
rying out health assessments and
health effects studies pursuant to
agreements with ATSDR, such as other
Federal agencies and States.

§ 90.2 Definitions.
Administrator means the Adminis-

trator of the Agency for Toxic Sub-

stances and Disease Registry or des-
ignee.

ATSDR means the Agency for Toxic
Substances and Disease Registry, Pub-
lic Health Service, U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services.

CERCLA means the Comprehensive
Environmental Response, Compensa-
tion, and Liability Act of 1980 (42
U.S.C. 9601 et seq., Pub. L. 96–520), as
amended by the Superfund Amend-
ments and Reauthorization Act of 1986
(Pub. L. 99–499).

EPA means the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency.

Facility is defined in 42 U.S.C. 9601(9).
Hazardous substance is defined in 42

U.S.C. 9601(14). In addition, the term
includes any pollutant or contaminant
which the Administrator determines is
appropriate for the purposes of car-
rying out his or her responsibilities
under CERCLA.

Health assessment means the evalua-
tion of data and information on the re-
lease of hazardous substances into the
environment in order to assess any cur-
rent or future impact on public health,
develop health advisories or other rec-
ommendations, and identify studies or
actions needed to evaluate and miti-
gate or prevent human health effects.

Health effects study means research,
investigation, or study performed by
ATSDR or other parties pursuant to an
agreement with ATSDR to evaluate
the health effects of exposure to haz-
ardous substances at specific sites.
This term includes, but is not limited
to, epidemiological studies, exposure
and disease registries, and health sur-
veillance programs. This term does not
include health assessments.

Owner or operator is defined in 42
U.S.C. 9601(20).

Peer review means review for sci-
entific quality by a panel consisting of
no less than three nor more than seven
members, who shall be disinterested
scientific experts selected by the Ad-
ministrator of ATSDR on the basis of
their reputation for scientific objec-
tivity and the lack of institutional ties
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